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person,” said Amaya, of
the 3300 block of Peli-
can Place. “I am very
sorry for the person who
died. … I tried to do
what I could to stop it.”

Amaya was originally
charged with the mur-
der of Rodolfo “Christian” Cardenas, 26 of
the 7800 block of Stork Road in Alexandria.

Amaya pleaded guilty to the reduced

charge the morning of
his scheduled murder
trial in January. He
could have faced up to
40 years if he was con-
victed of second-degree
murder.

“This charge was
amended from murder
to manslaughter,” Will-
iams said. “Given the
defendant’s culpability,”

the judge said a 10-year sentence was war-
ranted. He suspended the rest of the sen

See Three Year,  Page 3
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By Ken Moore

Gazette

J
udge Marcus D. Williams sentenced
Elvis Amaya, 19, Thursday, May 22
to 10 years of prison for voluntary

manslaughter. He suspended seven years of
the 10-year sentence based on a plea agree-
ment between prosecutors and defense at-
torneys.

“That day, I was hanging with the wrong

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
s a boy, Warden Foley remembers
going to the cemetery to pick up
empty shells after the annual ser-
vice on Decoration Day. After he

graduated high school, Foley found himself
in the Navy laying telephone lines in Ha-
waii during World War II, later stationed
on the coast of Saipan when President Harry
Truman authorized the use of atomic weap-
ons on Japan. Now, as a member of the
American Legion, he helped a troop of Boy
Scouts identify the gravesites of former post
commanders at the Alexandria National
Cemetery during Memorial Day services
there earlier this week.

Decoration Day has now become known
as Memorial Day and America now finds
itself in new wars. But Foley remains just
as committed as he was during his child-

hood days hunting for shells among the
headstones.

“I’ve been doing this for many long years,”
said Foley. “It’s a tradition, and it’s some-
thing you should do if you are patriotic.”

There was no shortage of patriotism at
Alexandria’s national cemetery Monday, as
veterans gathered with family members and

Boy Scouts to commemorate those who
gave the last full measure of their devotion.
The American Legion’s annual service in-
cluded patriotic speeches, wartime remem-
brances, the laying of wreaths and, of
course, military salutes during a perfor-
mance of the national anthem. Even as va-
cationing workers were celebrating the un-

official beginning of summertime, those
present for the Memorial Day service at the
Alexandria National Cemetery paused to re-
flect on the price of freedom.

“Memorial Day is not about beaches, pic-
nics or automobile races; it’s a day to re

Several troops of boy scouts begin decorating the gravestones for Memorial Day.
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Alexandria National
Cemetery hosts
annual remembrance
to honor the fallen.

Persistence of Memory

Those Who Vounteered
Saturday morning, the National Cemetery at the

end of Wilkes Street in Alexandria was buzzing
with activity.º Scouts from First  Baptist Church,
Blessed Sacrament Church, St. Louise Church and
Polk Elementary met with Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 609 Commander Bill Jones to receive in-
structions on decorating the graves for Memorial
Day weekend.º While the scouts were installing
flags, members of the American Legion, Veterans
of Foreign Wars and Vietnam Veterans of America
prepared lunch for the group.

Victim would likely have survived if
medics or police were called.

Second Teen to Serve Three Years

Amaya Lagunas
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See No Welcome Mat,  Page 9

tence based on the plea agreement, and imposed two years of
active probation after Amaya serves the sentence.

Amaya will likely be deported, according to prosecutors and de-
fense attorneys.

FAIRFAX COUNTY POLICE found Cardenas dead on a couch in a
trailer park in Mount Vernon around 7:45 a.m. on March 2, 2007.

Cardenas had been stabbed seven times, including once in the
abdomen, according to Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Kathryn
S. Swart and police.

Less than eight hours earlier, Cardenas was in an altercation with
Amaya and George Lagunas, 19, in an area in Mount Vernon off
Route One known as “The Cut” where homeless people often drink,
said Swart.

The fight began because Cardenas wanted Amaya to pay money
for alcohol after giving him a first drink for free, according to police.

Amaya and Lagunas exchanged words with Cardenas. They later
returned and Cardenas was stabbed.

“They came back for trouble,” said Swart, the prosecutor.
“Mr. Amaya did what he could to stop the stabbing,” said Daniel

Lopez, Amaya’s defense attorney. “I would argue to the court that
he didn’t participate in this stabbing.”

Cardenas had a blood alcohol level of .20.
“It wasn’t all one-sided,” said Lopez.
“Mr. Cardenas, although unfortunately deceased, did play a role

in his own demise,” he said.
After he had been stabbed, Cardenas went to sleep on the couch

in a trailer park near the site of the altercation.
He was found dead at 7:45 a.m. the next morning, with blood on

the blanket he slept with, and blood on the ground by the sofa where
he slept.

If he or anyone called police when the altercation occurred, he
had a good chance of surviving, police said.

Lopez told Judge Williams that Lagunas was prepared to testify
that he was the only one who did the stabbing.

Swart said Amaya previously told people a different account of
what happened.

“We believe Mr. Lagunas was the primary [aggressor], but this
defendant did admit to a witness that he also … stabbed Mr.
Cardenas,” Swart said.

Amaya, Lagunas and Cardenas all lived within blocks of each other.
Lagunas, who pleaded guilty last fall, was sentenced to five years

and eight months in prison for manslaughter.
Amaya, who had no police record and a consistent employment

history, was three credits shy of finishing twelfth grade.

This Week in Mount Vernon

Community Pool Drowning
Joseph Lansana, 23, drowned Saturday, May 24, while swim-

ming in the pool at the Meadow Wood apartment complex, 7111
Fairchild Drive, Lee District, according to Fairfax County Police.
He was transported to Inova Mount Vernon Hospital by the Fairfax
County Fire & Rescue Department Medic Unit where he was pro-
nounced dead.

When the first police officer arrived on the scene the 19 year-
old lifeguard was performing CPR. The officer took over admin-
istering CPR to Lansana of 7204 Fairchild Drive #202, until the
medic unit arrived.

According to police, Lansana jumped into the deep end of the
pool. A short time later he went under water and did not surface.
The lifeguard and a friend of the victim jumped in, pulled him to
the surface, but were unable to revive Lansana, police reported.

Body Discovered
 William Alton McVaney, 50, of no fixed address, was identified

as the person whose body was discovered last Thursday in a patch
of shrubbery near 8743 Richmond Highway, by children playing,
according to Fairfax County Police.

An autopsy concluded that he apparently died of natural causes.
No signs of foul play or trauma were evident, but toxicology tests
are pending, according to police.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

I
t was just another long distance romance be-
tween a 23 year old Virginia woman and a 35-
year-old son of Italy. They first met in the sum-
mer of 2006 while she was backpacking

through Italy following a Italian language study trip
with some friends from James Madison University.

Caitlin Cooper, who lives on Four Seasons Court
in the Wessynton section of Mount Vernon District,
had decided to spend an additional six weeks in Italy
to see the sights and get to know more about the
Italian culture. She was fluent in the language hav-
ing studied it for three years.

But, she had some rough spots
in translating to English, like most
people with any second language.
“I had come back to the hostel in
Rome after a day of backpacking
and was hungry so I went across
the street to the market,” Cooper
said.

“I was having trouble reading some of the labels
and ingredients. He came over to me and asked if I
needed help. Then he realized I was an American
and we began to talk — basically in Italian because
his English is somewhat limited,” she said.

There was an instant attraction between Domenico
Salerno, a young Italian lawyer, and the Virginia
tourist. And, that comfort level extended to Caitlin’s
parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Cooper, when they ar-
rived to join her for an Italian vacation. Salerno be-
came their unofficial tour guide.

Salerno made his first trip to see Caitlin in Octo-
ber 2006. Between then and this April he made five
visits and became friendly with many of the Cooper’s
neighbors, even pitching in when it came to fixing
up the local recreation center. “He knows a lot about
construction since his father owns a construction firm

in Italy, Cooper said.
All was going well. There were sightseeing trips

throughout the area to various tourist attractions such
as Mount Vernon Estate and the various Washington,
DC, attraction.

Then came his April 29 trip. That’s when every-
thing changed and Domenico Salerno encountered
post 9/11 United States at Dulles Airport in the form
of Customs and Border Protection agents.

His frequent trips raised their suspicions. They de-
tained him for questioning and prevented him from
leaving the arrival area. All the while Cooper, who
had driven to Dulles to pick him up, was waiting in
the terminal not knowing what had happened.

“They decided he was here to work even though
he told them he had come to see
me. We had planned a trip to the
Grand Canyon and Las Vegas,”
Cooper said.

Salerno told the agents he had
no intention of seeking work here
since he worked in his brother’s
Rome law firm. When they refused

to believe him he demanded to call the Italian Em-
bassy, according to Cooper.

At first the agents refused to let him make the call
— then relented. “The embassy urged him to return
to Italy on the next flight telling him that there was
no use in arguing with the agents because they (Im-
migration agents) had just gotten crazy,” Cooper ex-
plained.

When Salerno hung up from the Embassy he told
the agents he would be willing to return immediately
to Italy. Instead of that ending the incident it only
got worse.

Salerno was detained for hours by the Border/Cus-
toms agents at the airport who eventually claimed
that he was seeking asylum based on his supposed

An Italian visitor comes to meet his girl friend and winds
up detained by ICE. His crime, visiting her too often.

No Welcome Mat at Dulles

Caitlin Cooper and Domenico Salerno
at the Mount Vernon Estate on
President’s Day in 2007.
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Three Year Sentence

“This is like a whole
different world.”

—Caitlin Cooper
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Music, Food, Fun At Garden Party

L
ast Wednesday evening, Tom and
Harriet Lankford opened up their
garden and pool house for the an-
nual Alexandria Symphony Orches-

tra Garden Party. The evening proved chilly
with the change in weather though the skies
cleared and the rain was postponed. One of
the highlights of the evening fundraiser was
the live auction with Grady Frank.

A seat at an upcoming rehearsal with guest
artist Branford Marsalis captured the attention
of many of the guests. Symphony president of
the board Jim Singerling offered a golf pack-
age in Scotland that included a day in the Old
Club and on the links at St. Andrews.

Tommy Dyson gets stared with a game of bean bags with his dad, Craig at the garden
party. Later the bean bag game went up in the live auction. Senator John Warner and his wife Jeanne ad-

mire the gardens surrounding the Lankford’s
pool and terrace.

The skies
cleared in time
to watch the sun
set on top of
Seminary Hill at
the Lankford
home.Frank and Betty Quirk with Jim and Molly Singerling.

Musicians from the
Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra performed

throughout the
evening.

Joe Viar talks with Donnan Wintermute at the party.

Photos by Louise Krafft/

Gazette
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Diocese of Arlington
Victim Assistance Coordinator

For Sexually Abused Minors
703-841-2530

The Diocese of Arlington provides comprehensive assistance to anyone who as a minor
was sexually abused by a priest, deacon, teacher, employee or representative of the
diocese. Parents, guardians, children and survivors of sexual abuse are invited and
encouraged to contact the diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, an experienced

social worker, who will provide a confidential consultation.
The Diocese of Arlington is committed to assisting

victims/survivors throughout the healing process.

For further information, see www.arlingtondiocese.org

Community

F
ifty three individuals from 24 countries be-
came new American citizens on Monday
morning, May 19, during the eighth annual
Immigration & Naturalization Services Cer-

emony to be held at Mount Vernon Estate and spon-
sored by the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association.

Gathered under a tent on the east lawn of
Washington’s home overlooking the Potomac River
the new citizens were administered the Oath of Al-
legiance by Jonathan Scharfen, acting director,
U.S.Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).
Joie A. Gregor, assistant to the President for Presi-
dential Personnel at the White House, delivered the
keynote address.

Mount Vernon Ladies Association Regent Shephard
Ansley welcomed the new citizens as Susan Dubbins,
director, USCIS Washington Field Office, introduced
and presented each candidate for their U.S Citizen-
ship Certificate. The candidates hailed from coun-
tries as far away as Vietnam and Russia and as close
as Canada and Mexico.

—Chuck Hagee

Photos courtesy of Mount Vernon

 New citizens take the oath of citizenship.

Mount Vernon Welcomes New Citizens

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

For more information
www.RexReiley.com

 Alex/Riverside $509,000
8318 Bound Brook Lane

Meticulous—Turn Key—Attention to
Detail. 3 terms that help describe this
“One of a Kind” home. Totally updated:
kit, baths, HVAC, exter & inter freshly
painted, new carpeting over hdwd flrs, all
new energy efficient windows, new gar
opener, gas fpl, beaut Sun rm.. addn,
lovely 2 tiered deck overlooking

magnificent landscaped & fenced yd. See complete list of updates in
brochure at home. 2 miles to Ft Belvoir-1 mile to GW Pkway—walk to Ele &
High schools. This is a 10!

Alex./Mt. Vernon $390,000
8280 Jake Place

Great price on this beaut 3lvl, brick frt T/H w/3BR,
2.5BAs, gas FPL + garage. Agents* this home has
the optional 3 lvl bumpout which adds 400 SQ FT
LIVING SPACE! Huge, luxurious, MBR suite & spa
bath w/separate shower & soaking tub. Meticulously
maintained w/upgraded carpets. Hdwd flrs in kit, dr,
fam rm. plus a 2 tiered deck. Great location: 5 mins
to Ft. Belvoir, 10 mins to Metro & Alex!

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance
703-768-7800 x123

Mt. Vernon $534,900
5114 Old Mill Road

Golfers & Nature Lovers-A sophisticated touch
of country directly across from Mt. Vernon CC!
Lg beaut renovated & expanded 4BR, 3BA,
Cape Cod on a magnificent 2/3 acre lot. This
home is bursting w/charm & offers a country
front porch & 2 tiered deck w/inviting hot tub
overlooking a lg fenced back yd. Updated kit

w/granite counters & opens to breakfast & dining rms. A huge great rm. w/wet bar &
vaulted ceil is perfect for entertaining. 3 updated BAs, new siding & replacement win-
dows in 2004.  Walk across St to MVCC-1 mile to GW Pkwy & 2 miles to Ft. Belvoir.
This home is truly unique!

Alex/Belle View $224,900
6603 Wakefield Drive – A-1

Sunny 1st floor unit w/ washer/dryer in
the building. Carpet, stove & refrigera-
tor replaced in’06. Excellent condition &
price. Superb community, many ameni-
ties including outdoor pool, tennis, bas-
ketball, volley ball, tot lots & picnic
areas. Walk to shopping, rec center

(indoor pool & skate rink), library, jogging path & marina. Great buy
whether you’re occupying or investing. 3 minutes to Old Town, Alex.

Alex/Mt. Vernon $539,900
8719 Gateshead Road

Experience nature’s beauty in this lovely 2 lvl
Rambler w/5BRs, 2.5BAs & over 2900 SF of living
area. Totally updated: furnace, A/C, Hot H2O,
Baths, Kit, replacement windows & doors, freshly
refinished hdwd floors. Freshly painted interior.
Contemporary open floor plan w/huge picture
windows along front & back. Full fin bsmnt

w/walk-out to patio. Lg deck overlooks a beautiful .5 acre yard backing to woods teaming
w/wildlife – private & serene! Great location-minutes to Ft. Belvoir & GW Pkwy. This is a
must see!

Prince William/Four Seasons
$499,900

17185 Four Season Drive
Gorgeous 3BR, 3.5 BA, 2 car garage
Colonial backing to a wooded area in a
55+ community. Gourmet kitchen with
granite counters, maple cabinets, stain-
less steel appliances, island, two wall

ovens and a cooktop. Cathedral ceiling, hardwood floors on main level,
recessed lighting, beautiful window treatmens, security system, loft and
so much more. You must see to believe.

Alex/Riverside Estate $479,900
8510 Wagon Wheel Road

Absolutely Gorgeous 5BR, 3BA Split on
one of Riverside’s largest lots, .37
acre. Completely remodeled: brand
new kitchen, remodeled baths, replace-
ment energy efficient double pane win-
dows, new light fixtures, freshly painted
interior, new carpeting on lower level,

and freshly refinished hardwoods on main level. It looks like a new
home and priced to sell. Large fenced in back yard and only 5 minutes
to Ft. Belvoir.
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Stimulus Sale! 20% Off!

Free Estimates

No Pressure Sales

Complete Warranties!

703-323-1120
5609-D Sandy Lewis Dr.

Fairfax VA 22032

Windows
& Doors!

VISIT
OUR NEW

SHOWROOM!!

• Checkbook
 Rated

• BBB
• Class A.
 Licensed
 & Insured

Insulated
Siding
& Trim

Gutters
& Roofs!

Celebrating
18 Years Of
Excellence

VISIT US ON THE WEB:
AMERICAN-WINDOWS.COM KNOWN FOR QUALITY & REPUTABLE WORK

SATISFYING CUSTOMERS FOR OVER 15 YEARS
• Residential & Commercial • Asphalt Driveways • Concrete Driveways • Parking Lots

• Patchwork/Repairs • Crack Seal/Repair • Stripping • New Construction
• Property Maintenance • 1-Year Warranty • Free Estimate

• Second Generation Family Owned/Operated • Licensed/Insured
• VA Class A Contractor

KATHMAR ASPHALT CONSTRUCTION
Office: 703-370-3737 Mobile: 703-910-0083

Serving All of Northern Virginia

From Page 1

Community

member” said Richard Evans, a past commander
of American Legion Post 24. “Americans must remem-
ber that freedom isn’t free.”

THE ALEXANDRIA National Cemetery is the final
resting place of hundreds of Union soldiers who died
fighting the  Confederate States of America. The
graveyard includes more than 100 unknown soldiers,
most of whom perished in 1862 on the battlefields
near Manassas. Since that time, other veterans have
been added from every major conflict and a select
few gravesites are being reserved for the current wars
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Those modern-day conflicts
were in the thoughts of many participants during
Monday’s service at the graveyard.

“There’s a great debt to be paid for the courage of
those who are buried here,” said Ben Kirby, an Eagle
Scout with Troop 1509 who plans to join the Ma-
rines after graduating from Virginia Military Insti-
tute. “Coming here today to remember them just
seems like the right thing to do.”

For many veterans, Memorial Day is an opportu-
nity to remember old friends and reconnect with their
own past. Bill Jones, commander of Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 609 and caretaker of the cemetery,
said he always enjoyed spending time with veterans,
especially on Memorial Day. A graduate of Wakefield
High School in Arlington, Jones earned four Purple
Hearts in Vietnam and helps coordinate services at
the cemetery. He said that parts of the historic grave-

Persistence of Memory
yard are now being renovated, with new sod replac-
ing weed-infested areas as each
headstone is being carefully leveled
to a uniform height.

“The renovation really brings this
place to the dignity is deserves,”
said Jones, an expert in the history
of the Alexandria National Cem-
etery. “The men and women who
are buried here deserve every bit
of dignity we can give them.”

Robin and Elizabeth Ryan also received the Patriotic
Citizen Award from VFW Post 609 Commander Bill Jones.

Seven year old Zeke Paley Farkus is
awarded a Patriotic Citizen Award by his
grandfather Norton Paley.º This is the 4th
consecutive year that Zeke has received
this award.º The award honors those
citizens that fly the flag at their home 24/
7.º The motto is the flag flies until all the
troops are home.

“Americans must
remember that
freedom isn’t free.”

— Richard Evans,
a past commander of Ameri-

can Legion Post 24
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To honor dad on
Father’s Day, send us
your favorite snapshots
of you with your dad
and The Mount
Vernon Gazette will
publish them in our
Father’s Day issue. Be
sure to include some
information about
what’s going on in the
photo, plus your name
and phone number
and town of residence.
To e-mail digital pho-
tos, send to:

PhotoAX
@connection

newspapers.com

Or to mail photo
prints, send to:
Mount Vernon

Gazette,
“Me and My Dad
Photo Gallery,”
1604 King St.

Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be
returned to you if you
include a stamped,
self-addressed enve-
lope, but please don’t
send us anything irre-
placeable.

 “Me
and My
 Dad”
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EMS Week
 Kennedy Lee stands next
to a fire truck while Chris-
topher and Aidan Koelbl
enjoy the view from the cab
during Fairfax County Fire
& Rescue Department’s
EMS Week open house at
the Mount Vernon Station
#9 Sunday afternoon.
Sponsored by the American
College of Emergency
Physicians, EMS Week, May
18 to 24, encourages local
communities and medical
personnel to highlight
safety and honor those day-
to-day EMS providers who
respond around-the-clock
striving to save lives.
FCF&R Department adopted
the theme “Kids in Motion”
this year to emphasize the
importance of child safety.
They entertained children
and adults at 13 stations
Sunday, May 18, through-
out the county with fun
activities and provided
vital information. “We’ve
been busy since we started
this morning at 10 a.m.,”
said Firefighter Hyacinth
Chia helping curious chil-
dren explore the large red
fire truck in the station bay.

Community
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SAT PREPAVAILABLE

Springfield / Burke/ Fairfax Station

703-451-4466
Alexandria / Mt Vernon/ Lorton

703-541-2211

SAVE $50 OFF DIAGNOSTIC TEST
Mention this ad and

Call NOW for Summer Enrollment

If You are UNHAPPY with your CHILD’S
progress in school,
the TIME to take
Action is NOW!

f your child struggled this past school year, the summer is an excellent time to get
ahead for next year.

The Huntington Learning Center can help!
Our qualified teachers can find out what’s holding your child back and create an indi-
vidualized program of instruction designed to fix the problem.
Just a few hours a week this summer can improve your child’s learning skills, so your
child can overcome frustration with school, as well as develop confidence and
motivation.
Call Huntington today. We’re nearby and affordable.

I
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W
hen affordable housing ad
vocates around the county
— and around the nation —
praised Gerry Connolly and

the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors for
dedicating one penny of the real estate tax
to affordable housing, it was with the ex-
pectations of big accomplishments.

The one-penny fund has in fact accom-
plished a great deal, protecting more than
a thousand units of affordable housing.
Some people have been disappointed that
the fund has not so far added much
new affordable housing, with very
few eligible families moved off of
the long waiting list.

Some supervisors have responded that the
fund was intended to preserve the afford-
able housing stock we currently have, not
add to it. But with sizeable resources —
more than $20 million a year — we should
expect a steady increase in the supply of
long-term affordable housing.

Now comes the “silver lining.” It’s an op-
portunity to use the housing downturn and
the increase in foreclosures to purchase
more housing units at bargain prices and
to assist those on a waiting list to become

first time homebuyers.
The county should not make the mistake

of defining this effort too narrowly.
With more than $20 million a year, and a

likelihood of two more years of increasing
foreclosures, the “silver lining” could help
many qualified families waiting to become
first-time homebuyers and greatly increase
the permanent stock of affordable housing.
The one-penny fund can underwrite the
purchase of scores — perhaps hundreds —
of foreclosed condos and townhouses, turn-

ing them over to housing authori-
ties and nonprofits to maintain as
affordable housing permanently.

The language of the current pro-
posals suggests that the county would pur-
chase “up to 10” such homes. We’d rather
see the county limit the amount that the
one-penny fund spends on salaries and
overhead, while it maximizes the number
of families and individuals it can move into
affordable housing.

This requires housing for families with
children and efficiency apartments for in-
dividuals who are not homeless. It means
buying housing that is in foreclosure and
building some housing.

It requires courage and action, which
Connolly and the Board of Supervisors have
demonstrated. But they must be bold, and
make their efforts really count.

As to those who say the county should
not be in the business of buying private
property, that’s a ridiculous argument. Were
we to follow that theory, we would have no
parks, no protected open space. And almost
no affordable housing.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com,

703-9170-6416

Call for
Father’s Day Photos

Every year at this time, the Connection
puts out the call for photographs of fathers
and their children, grandfathers and their
children and grand children.

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 15, and once
again the Connection will publish a gallery
of Father’s Day photos.

Send in photos as soon as possible, in-
cluding names of everyone in the picture,
the date the picture was taken, the ages of
the children and sentence or two about
what is happening and where the photo-
graph was taken. Be sure to include your
town name and neighborhood.

We prefer digital photos, but we also ac-

cept prints. We will do our best to return
hard copies of photos that include a self-
addressed-stamped envelope for that pur-
pose, but please do not send us any photos
that cannot be replaced.

Send photos to The Connection, Father’s
Day Photo Gallery, 7913 Westpark Drive,
McLean, VA 22102. Or e-mail them to
photoAX@connectionnewspapers.com.

Print Editions Now
Available on Web Site

A new feature on the Connection Web
site, www.connectionnewspapers.com, al-
lows readers to access pdf copies of the ac-
tual newspaper for each of our 18 weekly
editions, plus our five monthly
HomeLifeStyle sections.

This means you can download and read
any or all of our papers each week on your
computer. If one of your children has been
featured in the paper, any relative or friend
anywhere in the country can see the page
exactly as it appeared in the newspaper.

All of our stories are available on line in
their usual format, but this new feature al-
lows you to see the exact pages as we print
them each week, including covers, indi-
vidual pages, display ads and classified ads.

Just go to www.connectionnewspapers.com.
Enjoy.

County should capitalize on rare opportunity
to expand permanent affordable housing.

Silver Lining, Aptly Named
Opinion

As workers complete the planned Pentagon Memorial, which will be
dedicated on Sept. 11, a more modest five-sided monument stands in
the midst of Arlington Cemetery. The names of all those who died in
the Pentagon or on flight 77 are engraved on its sides. Some of those
who died that day are also buried nearby.

Memorial Day
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Editorials

While  Listening
To Segovia

By Nancy Ford-Kohne

I
Outside rain and wind
I hear them distantly

I am in Spain
in a golden warm place
and,
the only water I know
shoots up sparkling
from a fountain.

II
A box, six strings, and your fingers
from the blending of these
There comes Such sounds
I ran and ran to see
You are quiet brown
I heard red, flashing yellow and purple.

yesterday
time and memory
are funny things
you can remember
a concert
with John Jackson
like it was yesterday
on Market Square
in 1993
1993 really
seems like yesterday
and yesterday
disappears into a fog
of forgotten moments
so quickly gone
yesterday

Peter Lattu

2006

Poem
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Community

fear of being killed if he returned to Italy.
This was in direct contradiction of his will-
ingness to return after speaking with the
Italian Embassy. “Who seeks asylum from
Italy?” said Caitlin’s father Jim Cooper.

“Domenico’s English is not the best, ei-
ther in speaking or understanding, That’s
why he and I usually converse in Italian,”
Cooper said. “When he asked them to call
me to act as an interpreter for him they told
him they had called me and I supposedly
told them I didn’t speak Italian. That’s when
he knew he was in real trouble because he
knew they were lying.”

The agents were aware Cooper was in the
airport waiting and would tell her nothing.
When U.S.Customs and Border Protection
decided Salerno had to be detained they
turned him over to U.S.Citizenship and
Immigration Services (ICE). They took him
to a County jail in Hanover, VA, where he
remained for 10 days.

THE NEXT DAY he was finally permitted
to call Cooper. He told her what had hap-
pened and that the whole story about asy-
lum was “a total lie.”

The jail he was in contained all types of
prisoners including some actually seeking
asylum as well as criminals, according to
Cooper. “He was pretty scared,” she said.

The Coopers called the offices of U.S.
Senator John Warner and U.S. Rep. James
Moran. Both expressed great concern, but
were not able to resolve the situation even
after contacting ICE.

“We intend to write a letter to the State
Department and the Department of Home-
land Security to find out what they intend
to do about this situation and others,” said
Frank Shafroth, chief of staff, Moran’s Of-
fice.

Shafroth also revealed that other coun-
tries are not happy with the way their tour-
ists are being treated by U.S.Customs and
ICE officials. Congressman Moran, now on
a trip to the Middle East and traveling
aboard U.S Military aircraft, was required
by France to get a visa to make a lay over
in France during that Congressional trip.

“I think other nations are sending us a
message on this type of treatment. This is
not the only time something like this has
happened,” Shafroth said.

Coopers also retained the Luis Paoli Law
Firm to secure Salerno’s release. “We were
retained to get Domenico released not to
question the motives of the Customs offi-
cials,” said attorney Claudia Flower, a
former prosecutor with Homeland Security,
and member of the law firm.

“I see this incident as an example of the
dysfunction that is taking place since all
these agencies were combined under Home-

land Security. It shows the limits between
the agencies,” she said.

IF U.S.CUSTOMS agents become suspi-
cious they are authorized to detain any trav-
eler under the title of “administrative de-
tention.” They can be jailed without being
charged, according to Flower. And, that
detention can be incommunicado if the per-
son is traveling on what is known as a “visa
waiver.”

“You have to read the small print on that
type of visa. It basically says you give up
your rights,” Flower explained. There are
more than two dozen nations whose citi-
zens qualify for visa waiver. France and Italy
are two of them.

Finally, after intervention by Warner,
Moran, neighbors, the Coopers, their law-
yers, and a call from a New York Times re-
porter after being contacted by Caitlin, the
government admitted their mistake in de-
taining Salerno. He was transported back
to Dulles and boarded a plane to Italy.
Caitlin Cooper sat by his side on the return
flight.

“I had no idea we had Federal detention
centers in this country until now. This is like
a whole different world right here in our
own backyard than what we are used to,”
Caitlin Cooper said.

“Even after this experience Domenico has
no bad feelings toward the American
people. But, he has no love for either Im-
migration or Border Patrol. No one from
either group offered him any legal advice
or tried to help him in any way until our
lawyers stepped in,” she said.

“He thinks this is very bad for the United
States’ image throughout the world. His
story was in every major Italian newspaper
and it has discouraged a lot of tourists from
coming here,” Cooper said.

“Domenico wants a letter of apology from
the Department of Homeland Security. And,
we (Coopers) are looking into the possibil-
ity of suing them for false arrest,” she said.

“The agents are very arrogant and igno-
rant. When my uncle first called to find out
just what was going on the Immigration
agent told him “We have a lot of animals
running around Dulles Airport everyday,”
Cooper said. “That’s how they seem to think
about all foreigners.”

Domenico didn’t get to see the Grand
Canyon or Las Vegas. Whether he ever will
remains questionable. What he did experi-
ence was a very different type of chasm and
game of chance. One where his rights were
lost in the void of post 9/11 paranoia and
his future was, for a while at least, at the
bottom of the bureaucratic deck.

No Welcome Mat at Dulles
“The embassy urged him to return to Italy on
the next flight telling him that there was no
use in arguing with the agents because they
(Immigration agents) had just gotten crazy.”

—Caitlin Cooper
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Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Old Town
$775,000

Lofty style light-filled
brick 4-level TH
w/state-of-the-art
gourmet island
kitchen, 3 bedrms,
2.5 baths & office on
separate level.
Rooftop terrace
w/great views,
designer closet
systems, 9-ft
ceilings & more.

719 N. Fayette
Street

Mary Smith
703-626-9207

Alex./Old Town
$875,000

New listing in
“Yates Gardens”.
Glorious light
flows in this 4-
level updated
home w/parking.
Renovated
kitchen/baths.
Must-see top
floor!

911 South Lee
Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alex./Rosemont $1,295,000
Custom-built Craftsman home w/4,500 s.f. on 4 full flrs &
studio located above the garage. 5 bedrms, 5.5 baths &
fully finished LL. An inviting open flr plan boasts all the
extras you would expect in a home of this quality.

35 East Linden Street
Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Alexandria
Fantastic trees, trees, trees! 1st floor unit w/above-ground views. White
kitchen w/large eat-in space, private balcony off kitchen & dining rm.
Corner unit w/loads of lite. Master suite w/walk-in closet & luxury bath
w/decadent soaking tub. Community pool & center. Walk to Metro or take
bus out front. 5932 Founders Hill Drive

Julie Hall 703-786-3634

Alexandria $1,499,000
Beautifully renovated 3 level, 4 bedrm, 4 bath brick
WATERFRONT home w/dock! Open living & entertaining
spaces w/panoramic water & marina views. Convenient to
Old Town & D.C. 4705 Dolfin Lane

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Aurora Hills $739,000
Charming 3-level, 3 bedrm, 2 bath colonial on large lot!
Living rm w/fireplace, dining rm w/built-ins, sunroom,
hardwd floors & CAC. Blocks to Metro, Crystal City &
Pentagon. 716 24th Street, South

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $575,000
Charming 2 bedrm, 2 bath home w/rare 2-car detached garage.
Gorgeous yard w/inviting front porch. New kitchen & bath,
newer windows & fresh paint inside & out. Large corner lot &
back sun rm.

101 Mason Avenue East
Shannon Lombardi 703-965-7112

Alex./Old Town $435,000
Beautiful light-fill corner unit w/2 bedrms & 2 baths in
S.E. quadrant St. Asaph Sq. Open flr plan, gorgeous
hardwoods, 2 garage spaces, built-ins & wood burning
fireplace. 800 St. Asaph #218

Sue Feinthel 703-819-1964

Alex./Old Town $774,500
Spacious light-filled end unit on unique O.T. block. Charming living
rm w/fireplace, separate dining rm, 3 bedrms, 2.5 baths, LL office,
gorgeous flrs & brand new kit w/granite & SS appliances. Lovely
walled rear garden & private Parking easement.

911 South St. Asaph Street
Jean Varney 703-371-8854

Alexandria $570,000
Well-maintained 3 bedrm, 2.5 bath colonial w/spacious
floor plan. Family rm off eat-in kitchen, fabulous deck,
fully finished LL, cathedral ceilings & beautifully
landscaped. 6715 Woodstone Place

Anna Diefendorf 703-725-5116

Arlington $1,399,000
Simply beautiful & just 3 years new w/all the features you
would expect. Stunning gourmet kitchen w/Viking & Kitchen-
aid appliances. Huge screened porch, 4 bedrms & 4.5 baths.
Spectacular! Virtual Tour: www.circlepix.com/NX89DC

4726 25th Street, North
Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964
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Kenwood Summer Day Camp
Annandale, VA
703.256.4711

www.camp.kenwoodschool.com

A Child’s Place @ Hollin Hall
Alexandria, VA
703.765.8811

www.hollinhall.com/camp

A
Child’s
Place

$50OFF
Summer Day Camp

Registration Fee
Coupon must be presented at time of

enrollment. Not valid with any other offers.
Expires 6/30/08

Our summer day camps offer school aged children,
fun-filled weeks of daily field trips and activities such as:

Summer Day Camps

Come Taste the Difference
Bradlee Shopping Center

3690J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
www.unwinedva.com

Open 7 Days a Week
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Sunday 12-5 p.m.

We offer Artisan Bread from

Best Buns Bakery & Fresh Roasted

Coffee from ME Swings Company

Making it easier than ever to enjoy

your favorite local products!

Health & Fitness

E-mail announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos and artwork
encouraged. Call Rebecca Halik at 703-
917-6407 with questions.

Fusion flow for Parents and
Babies . Body in Balance, 1423
Powhatan St., Unit 7, has designed a
class specifically for parents with babies
who are crawling and beginning to
walk. Classes are offered Thursday 11
a.m. and Saturday 11:30 a.m. Other
Family offerings are Creative Movement
for Kids 2-4 years old and Infant Mas-
sage classes for parents. Cost: $15 for
parent and child. For more information
www.bodyinbalancecenter.com

Yoga classes for all levels on the
tented terrace at Carlyle House, 121 N.
Fairfax St., Old Town. Thursdays at 4:45
p.m. for one hour. Beautiful outdoor
setting. Only $10 per session, pay as you
go, come when you can. For more, 703-
549-299.

Learn about Medicare on Friday,
June 13 at 2 p.m. at NOVA’s Alexandria
Campus, 3001 N. Beauregard St. Free.
703-845-6222.

Mount Vernon United Method-
ist Church offers “Moms In Motion”
dance fitness classes on Friday mornings
in from 9:15-10 a.m., and on Tuesday
evenings from 7-7:45 p.m. “Moms In
Motion” is designed to boost your fitness
routine and release your inner dancer.
Mount Vernon United Methodist Church
is located at 2006 Belle View Blvd. To
register, contact Dawn Meadows at 703-
799-0543, or
studiogolddance@starpower.net.

Capital Hospice is starting a Grief
Support Group at the Hollin Hall Senior
Center on Mondays, from 2-3 p.m. to
talk with others who have also had
losses. Carol Mansfield of Capital Hos-
pice will facilitate. Call Senior Center at
703-4573 or sign up on their Bulletin
Board.

The Alexandria Mental Health
Family Support Group of NAMI/
FOCUS is open to all families dealing
with mentally ill family members suffer-
ing from depression, bipolar or
schizophrenia. Alison Malmon will be
the guest speaker at the Lee Center,
1108 Jefferson St. Call 571-451-0773
for date.

Yoga in Daily Life, 2402 Mount
Vernon Ave., offers classes for people of
all ages and physical ability, seven days
a week. Meditation classes also offered.
Free trial class the first week of each
session for newcomers - next session
begins June 23. Drop-ins welcome.
Lunchtime Yoga classes held on
Wednesdays 12:15- 12:50 p.m. Visit
http://www.yogaindailylifeus.org/ or
call 703-299-8946.

Body in Balance Center, 1423 N.
Powhatan St., offers fusion flow for par-
ents and babies, a class specifically
designed for parents with babies who
are crawling and beginning to walk as
well as pre-crawlers. Classes are offered
Thursdays at 11 a.m. and Saturdays
11:30 a.m. $20.00 drop in fee or 6 class
pass for $90.00. Visit
www.bodyinbalancecenter.com or 703-
518-4434.

The Washington Area Bicyclist
Association (WABA) has scheduled a

series of free Confident City Cycling
Classes for 2008. The classes are free
and open to all. To register visit
waba.org/events/education.php.

*Saturday, May 31 from 1-4 p.m. at
Central Library, 1015 N. Quincy St.,
Arlington

*Saturday, June 28 from 1-4 p.m. at
Fairlington Community Center, 3308
Stafford St., Arlington.

CrisisLink has been helping people
deal with anxiety, stress and crisis
throughout the entire metropolitan area
for 35 years. Call 703-527-4077 or 1-
800-784-2433, or visit
www.crisislink.org.

Yoga Classes are offered by
YogaKala at the Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St., on Saturdays, 10 a.m. for
intermediate and 11:25 a.m. for begin-
ners, and at the Carlyle Towers, 2151
Jamieson Ave., on Thursday 6 p.m. for
intermediate and 7:15 p.m. for begin-
ners, as well as Fridays, 10 a.m. gentle
yoga. Cost: $15 per class or $96 for eight
classes. For more information, call 703-
549-0484 or e-mail YogaKala@aol.com.

His Kingdom Ministries, 2707
Dewitt Ave., Alexandria, will be teach-
ing “Your Best Life Now,” on Sunday
mornings from 10-11 a.m. Free. 202-
409-4761 or 703-329-1594.

Haven of Northern Virginia is
offering the following Bereavement
Support Groups at 4606 Ravensworth
Road, Annandale:

* General Bereavement Group: First
and third Wednesday evening of each
month, 7:30-9 p.m.

* Suicide Survivors Bereavement:
First Tuesday each month, 7:30-9 p.m.

Now! 1,000s
of pictures
of sports,
graduations,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the Web.
Free for
evaluation,
available
for prints.
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To have a notice listed in the Bulletin, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call Rebecca
Halik at 703-917-6407 with questions.

The Northern Virginia Long-Term Care
Ombudsman Program is seeking persons who
are diplomatic, assertive, and good communicators
to serve as volunteer ombudsmen. Volunteers are
assigned to a specific local nursing home or as-
sisted-living facility in the City of Alexandria and
make weekly visits, meeting one-on-one with resi-
dents. For further information and to obtain an
application, call 703-324-5422, or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/LTCOmbudsman.

Make pillowcases for soldiers serving in war
zones in the Middle East and anti-ouch pillows
for patients who have had breast cancer and other
types of surgery during a Community Service Day
event hosted by the Northern Virginia Chapter of
the American Sewing Guild. Saturday, May 31,
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Cameron United Meth-
odist Church, 3130 Franconia Road. Free. RSVP  to
novaasgrsvp@yahoo.com. For information about
the event, contact Kathie Kneff at carl-
kathie@verizon.net or 703-522-6952.

The Fairfax County Sheriff’s Office will
photograph and fingerprint your children for free
at several events around Fairfax in May and June.
If your child is ever missing, the ID card will give
authorities vital information to help them locate
him or her. This community service is available for
county and Fairfax City residents, ages 0-17. For
more information or to schedule a public safety
event, contact Captain Sean Whitmore at 703-246-
7521 or e-mail sheriff@fairfaxcounty.gov.

❖ May 31,(11 a.m. - 3 p.m.(Open House(South
County Government Center(8350 Richmond High-
way

❖ June 21, noon - 4 p.m.(Community
Event(Meadow Woods Apartments(3308 Lockheed
Blvd.

Mount Vernon Nights. Listen to a variety of

music at 7:30 p.m. on Friday nights  at Grist Mill
Park, 4710 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway start-
ing June 6. Free. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/performances for more.

The Northern Virginia Habitat ReStore,
located at 7770-G Richmond Highway, Alexandria,
VA (behind Gold’s Gym), sells new and used build-
ing and home improvement materials to the
general public. All proceeds benefit Habitat for
Humanity of Northern Virginia. The ReStore is run
by volunteers that dedicate their time and energy
to the work of Habitat and we are in need of more
volunteers. Call the store today at 703-360-6700
or stop by. For more information visit:
www.restorenova.org.

Fairfax Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates (CASA) is hosting an information session on
Saturday, June 14, 11 a.m. –noon at the John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive. To learn
more about advocating for abused or neglected
children, call 703-273-3526, ext. 22 or e-mail
ekosarin@casafairfax.org for more information.

On Tuesday, June 17, 2008, the Mount
Vernon Genealogical Society (MVGS) will
meet in room 112 of the Hollin Hall Senior Cen-
ter, 1500 Shenandoah Road. The meeting will start
at 1 p.m. and is free. The meeting will feature a
presentation entitled “Digital Reference, Digital
Resources and Digital Maps at the Library of Con-
gress.” The program will be presented by Ed
Redmond. Additional information about the meet-
ing and MVGS can be found at http://
www.MVGenealogy.org/. Any questions about the
program should be directed to Harold McClendon
at 703-360-0920 or haroldm@erols.com.

Alexandria Masters Swimming begins the
summer season of swim workouts starting Monday,
June 2. The group is one of over 300 local clubs
belonging to US Masters Swimming, an organiza-
tion promoting adult swimming and fitness.
Swimmers interested in summer fitness and
triathletes interested in maintaining or improving

their swimming skills are invited to come swim with
us, and can try a workout with no obligation. There
are six early morning workouts and four evening
workouts a week during the summer. Swim work-
outs will be held at Waynewood, Little Hunting
Park, Virginia Hills, and Hollin Hills pools. Inter-
ested swimmers can obtain more information on the
club’s Web site: www.AlexandriaMasters.com.

One on One Basketball presents its first
overnight camps this summer. Located at the 130
acre Episcopal High School campus. The Northern
Virginia Basketball Camp caters to boys ages 7 – 16
and provides a day camp option. The Northern
Virginia overnight Camp runs July 6-10 for $475.
The day camp option (9 a.m.-3 p.m.) is $350. The
Intensive overnight Camp runs July 11-13 for
$350. Team and group discounts available. One on
One Basketball runs other day camps throughout
the region. Call 202-244-BALL or visit http ://
www.1on1basketball.com/dc/

This year, from March through September,
Mount Vernon Archaeology will be excavat-
ing in the Upper Garden, one of two walled gardens
that flank the western approach to George
Washington’s home. Washington created the gar-
den during his 1775 redesign of the Mount Vernon
grounds, transforming a circa 1760 rectangular
garden into an elliptical space bounded by a brick
wall as well as a greenhouse and slave quarter to
the north.

Opportunities to volunteer are available Monday
through Friday; in addition, we will be working on
Saturdays during the months of June, July and
August. Work hours are between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.
A typical week includes lab work on Monday and
field work Tuesday through Friday; lab work is also
carried out on rain days. Contact Curt Breckenridge
at cbreckenridge@mountvernon.org or 703-799-
6303 if you would be interested in volunteering.

Band musicians [young or old] bring instru-
ments and play along with the Mount Vernon
Community Band during their Tuesday evening

band practices from 7:30-9:30 p.m. at Mt Vernon
High School Band Room. 8515Old Mt Vernon
Road. No auditions. Just sit in and play along even
if you are “rusty.” Music and music stands will be
provided. Call Ed Smith 703-768-8278 or Eric
Leighty 703-768-4172.

Adoption Support Groups are forming in
the Mount Vernon area. All members of the adop-
tion triad, (adoptees, birth parents, and adoptive
parents) are encouraged to call for more informa-
tion about the groups as well as individual, couples,
and/or family counseling. The groups will be held
in the evenings.  Contact Diana Tracey, licensed
clinical social worker, at 571-245-0054.

The Inova Mount Vernon Hospital Auxil-
iary is currently accepting applications for adult
volunteers. Volunteering at Mount Vernon Hospi-
tal is fun, exciting, and rewarding. A variety of
positions are available and every effort is made to
match your availability, interests, and abilities with
the volunteer opportunities within the program.
The hospital is located at 2501 Parker’s Lane in
Alexandria. For further information, call 703-664-
7260, stop by the Director of Volunteer Services
office Monday through Friday between 8 a.m. and
4 p.m., or visit www.inova.org.

MOMS Club of Alexandria meet every second
Wednesday of each month at 10:30 a.m. at Mt.
Vernon Presbyterian Church, 2001 Sherwood Hall
Lane. Children are welcome to all activities. Activi-
ties include: Monthly Meetings, playgroups, Park
Days, Sunshine Committee, Community Service
Projects, MOMS Night Out, etc. Visit
www.geoci t ies .com/southalexmomsclub/
index.html for contact information.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly, a weight loss
support group, meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m.,
Mount Vernon Recreation Center, 2701 Common-
wealth

Ave. Private weigh-ins. Annual fee $24. 703-299-
5788.

Mount Vernon Bulletin
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Schools

Congratulations to Bishop Ireton’s drama department for
being nominated for Cappies awards. The “Sewing
Factory Girls” from Bishop Ireton’s “The Pajama Game”
were nominated for Best Ensemble in a Musical. (Front
row, from left): Meghan Palmer, Gabrielle Kuhn, Carly
Maalouf, Andrea Borrelli. (Back row): Nicole Weinard,
Carolyn Darville, Celine Daubresse, Joanna Faletti, and
Rosie Grant. The Cappie Awards will be held Sunday, June
8 at The Kennedy Center. Andrea Borrelli (front far right
in green) and Celine Daubresse (back middle in brown
plaid) also received a Cappies nomination for
Choreography.

Bishop Ireton Has Cappies Noms

Bryant Alternative High School senior Mohammed Islam
of Alexandria accepts a $1,000 scholarship to NVCC. He
is surrounded by his family members with Tessie Wilson.

Annandale High senior Wafa Khadraoui of Alexandria
accepts a $1,000 scholarship to Johns Hopkins. She is
surrounded by family members and Tessie Wilson.

College
Access
Scholars

The fourth-annual College Access
Fairfax Scholars’ awards reception
was held last Wednesday, May 21
at Annandale High School. Two Al-
exandria seniors won $1,000 schol-
arships to help defray college costs.
Bryant Alternative High School se-
nior Mohammed Islam will be at-
tending NOVA and Annandale High
senior Wafa Khadraoui will be at-
tending Johns Hopkins.

 Founded in 2004 by former Vir-
ginia Education Secretary James
Dyke, School Board member Tessie
Wilson and former School Board
member Chris Braunlich, College
Access Fairfax provides one-on-one
financial aid advice and counseling
to high school juniors and seniors
in targeted high schools with high
percentages of low-income and Lim-
ited English Proficient students.

✶ ✶ ✶
Jan McKee, principal of Bryant Al-

ternative High School, has one word
to describe Mohammed Islam —
tenacity.  Starting as an A-2 ESOL
student (knowing little English), it
took Mohammed five years to com-
plete his high school degree. And
while he was learning English, get-
ting his high school diploma — he
was also working to help pay his ex-
penses and those of his family, re-
cent immigrants from Bangladesh.
And somehow Mohammed also
finds time to be active at Bryant —
he was president of the National
Honor Society, vice president of the
Future Business Leaders of America
and a member of the Students’ Lead-
ership Committee.  Mohammed will
attend NVCC this fall, majoring in
computer science.

✶ ✶ ✶
 Wafa Khadraoui is this year’s

winner of the Sharifa Alkateeb Me-
morial Scholarship.  This scholar-
ship in given in memory of a remark-
able individual whose commitment
to education and understanding di-
versity are legendary.  A line from
Wafa’s essay says it all …. “In order
to break the chains imposed by so-
ciety, education is necessary, not
only as a means to prove your edu-
cational worth … but as a way to
be qualified to aid in  changing the
currents of opinions and embracing
a new society.”  That was Sharifa
and it is Wafa.  She speaks French,
Arabic and English and has a 3.87
GPA.  She’s in the Just World/Inter-
act Club to promote understanding
of global issues and volunteers at
INOVA Hospital.  Waja will attend
Johns Hopkins University this fall.
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Machele Irby, Cathy Bradford, Sue Browning, Becky Siegel and Suzanne
Backus, co-chair of the 1872 Society

Lisa Flippo,
Danny

Abramson,
lunch sponsor,
Jeanne Foster,

Dottie Hawkins
Gail Ledwig, Gincy
Carosi (co-chair of
the 1872 Society),
Julie Lineberry and
Currie Smith

Anne Beverly Jones and Joe Viar, president of
the Alexandria Hospital Foundation

Annual Garden Party
O

n May 21 the
Inova Alexan
dria Hospital

Foundation brought to-
gether members and pro-
spective members of the
1872 Society for its 3rd An-
nual Recruitment Lun-
cheon. This year’s garden
party was hosted and spon-
sored by Danny and Karen
Abramson in their  garden
and home. Danny
Abramson also serves on the
Alexandria Hospital Foun-
dation. The 1872 Society
recognizes annual donors to
the Hospital Since the
Society’s founding in 1991,
members of the 1872 Soci-
ety have contributed more
than $20 million dollars in
direct, private support to
the Hospital. The current
co-chairs of the Society are
Foundation member Gincy
Carosi and Suzanne Backus.

Richard says:
"It works. Just follow the

plan and it works."

300 North Washington St.
Suite 106

Alexandria, VA
703-683-0777

www.ftalexandria.com

15% Off
Mid Day
Workouts

Now Hiring Full and Part Time Personal Trainers
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Day Prom

Photos by Robbie Hammer/The Connection

Students and teachers from several Fairfax County schools enjoy the annual Day Prom at the Waterford at Fair
Oaks in Fairfax on May 20. The day Prom is held for special education students, in hopes that they will learn
several skills and attend their proms at their school. Participating schools were Herndon High School,
Centreville High School, Westfield High School, Oakton High School, Fairfax High School, South Lakes High
School and the Kilmer Center.

South Lakes senior Alexandra
Stransky shows off her dance steps
while attending the Day Prom in
Fairfax on May 20. Students from
Herndon High School, Centreville
High School, Westfield High
School, Oakton High School,
Fairfax High School, South Lakes
High School and the Kilmer Center
attended the annual event.

Dancing to “Soldier
Boy,” Jamel Will-
iams of Fairfax
High School shows
off his dance moves
during the annual
Day Prom.

Galvin Morris, a
teacher at South

Lakes High
School, dances

with student
Tracy Bixby

during the an-
nual Day Prom.

Brisilda Kolbra, a student at Fairfax
High School, shows off her dance
steps while attending the Day Prom
in Fairfax on May 20. Students from
Herndon High School, Centreville
High School, Westfield High School,
Oakton High School, Fairfax High
School, South Lakes High School
and the Kilmer Center attended the
annual event.

Enjoying herself on the dance
floor during the annual Day
Prom is Amal Saleh, a student
at Fairfax High School.

Students and teachers from several Fairfax County schools enjoy the
annual Day Prom at the Waterford at Fair Oaks in Fairfax on May 20. The
day Prom is held for special education students, in hopes that they will
learn several skills and attend their proms at their school. Participating
schools were Herndon High School, Centreville High School, Westfield
High School, Oakton High School, Fairfax High School, South Lakes High
School and the Kilmer Center.
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Jefferson Funeral Chapel

703-971-7400

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.

5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

Funeral & Cremation
Services

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home

 with Traditional Chapel and Large     
 Visitation Rooms.

• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the 
   Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff.

b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
(6:30 pm Mass)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the World
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

New Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Sunday School - 9:15am
Worship Service - 10:15am

Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier
www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-785-8976

St. James’ Episcopal Church
5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
8 AM - Holy Eucharist
10:15 AM - Holy Eucharist - music
All Education Activities & Nursery  –  9:00 AM
Office:  703-780-3081

www.stjamesmv.org

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. LUKE’S ESPICOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI, SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088

FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-836-7332

ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM
UNITED METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA CITADEL
703-836-2427

b

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

E-mail announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the
following week’s paper. Photos and art-
work encouraged. Call Rebecca Halik at
703-917-6407 with questions.

Mount Vernon Presbyterian
Church, 2001 Sherwood Hall Lane, has
a special learning session from 9:45-
10:45 a.m. every Sunday starting June
1 through Aug. 24. Children and adults
will have the opportunity to learn about
traditional Bible-times family life by
playing authentic games, being appren-
tices in the Carpentry Shop, chatting
with shopkeepers and tax collectors,
participating in Synagogue School, and
sampling food. For more information
about this exciting program, or to pre-
register, call 703-765-6118 or e-mail
mvpcva@aol.com. Visit
www.mvpconline.org.

St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church,
8531 Riverside Road has activities. 703-
360-4220:

There is also a group of moms and
pre-school kids that meets every
Wednesday morning at 9 a.m. for coffee,
muffins, and fellowship and moves into
the church at 9:30 a.m. to take part in
the Day School’s chapel service, which
is a short child-friendly service full of
singing and silliness.

Convergence: A Creative Com-
munity of Faith at 1801 N. Quaker
Lane, gathers each Sunday at 5 p.m. for
a worship gathering. All are welcome.
Visit www.convergenceccf.net, or call
703-998-6260.

First Church of Christ, Scientist,
1509 Collingwood Road, Mount
Vernon, is now holding Wednesday

evening meetings at 7 p.m. Everyone is
welcome. For more information call
703-768-2494.

The Vajrayogini Buddhist Cen-
ter offers classes in Buddhist Meditation
at the Meade Memorial Episcopal
Church, 322 North Alfred St. in Alexan-
dria. Classes are held on Tuesday
evenings from 7-8:30 p.m. Buddhist
Nun Kelsang Varahi will be teaching.
$10/class. For more information visit
www.meditation-dc.org or call 202-331-
2122.

Beth El Hebrew Congregation
holds services at 8:15 p.m. on Fridays
and 10:30 a.m. on Saturdays. Religious
school is on Wednesdays evening and
Sunday mornings. Adult learning oppor-
tunities take place throughout the year.
Tot Shabbat on first and third Satur-
days. Kolot Shabbat (musical service)
the first Friday of every month at 7:30
p.m. Beth El is located at 3830 Seminary
Road in Alexandria.  For more informa-
tion, call 703-370-9400 or visit
www.bethelhebrew.org.

Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church
has worship at informal service on Sun-
day at 8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall,
or, come to a traditional worship service
at 11 a.m. in the sanctuary. Sunday
school classes for all ages, start at 9:45
a.m.  On Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m.
in the Church Library, located in the
Fellowship Hall, a group gathers to-
gether for a time of fellowship and
prayer and a light meal is provided.
Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church is
located at 2001 Sherwood Hall Lane.
703-765-6118 or visit
www.mvpconline.org for more.

Good Shepherd Catholic Church

on Mount Vernon Highway in Alexan-
dria is offering a “Coming Home”
process at 7:30 p.m. on the first and
third Mondays of each month to ask
questions, get an update on the church,
and to help decide if it’s time to recon-
nect with parish life. Contact Rob
Doerschner at 703-822-0523.

The Urban Passage Inc., a faith-
based non-profit organization, seeks
adult volunteers, 50 years and older, to
mentor high-risk youth at the Northern
Virginia Juvenile detention Home in
Alexandria. Volunteers are also needed
to serve as youth advisory council lead-
ers and community service project
leaders for a program that serves termi-
nally and seriously ill children at Inova
Fairfax Hospital.

The Christian Women In The
Marketplace meets to study God’s
word at the Royal Restaurant in Old
Town Alexandria. The CBWC meets
every Wednesday at 7 a.m. for
breakfast. Additional information con-
tact Pamela Nilsen at 703-660-6759.

AWANA is an international,
non-denominational, Bible cen-
tered youth organization providing
weekly clubs and programs for ages
three-year-old through high school.
Engleside Baptist Church’s, 8428 High-
land Lane, AWANA club consists of
three parts, Handbook Time, Council
Time, and Game Time. Club meetings
are held every Wednesday night during
the school year from 7-8:30 p.m. Call
703-780-5410.

Up Where We Belong Family
Ministry will hold its Northern
Virginia’s Super Church event, the third
Sunday of every month starting at
10:40 a.m., at Mount Vernon High
School’s main auditorium. Bring the
family and participate in their worship
celebration and eligible families will
receive free groceries. Pre-registration is
necessary. Contact Bishop Robert Lewis
Taylor at 703-878-2247.

Christ the Saviour Anglican
Church will worship at a new location
starting Aug. 5. The services will be held
at Washington Mill Elementary School,
9100 Cherry Tree Drive, Mount Vernon.
A Christian Education Hour for adults
and youth starts at 9:15 a.m., followed
by the worship service at 10 a.m. For
more details, visit
www.christthesaviouranglican.org/.

Rising Hope United Methodist
Mission Church, 8220 Russell Road,
Alexandria, holds a weekly Sunday cel-
ebration service starting at 11 a.m. For
more information on Rising Hope’s pro-
grams call, 703-360-1976. All programs
are free.

*“Kingdom of Living” Bible
Study held each Monday evening from
6:30-7:30 p.m. The study is led by three
members of Rising Hope and focused on
understanding specific Bible chapters.
Child care is available during each ses-
sion.

*“Building a People of Power”
Empowerment Series held each
Tuesday from 6:45-8:30 p.m. A study
led by Rev. Keary on Robert Linthicum’s
book on the Biblical foundation for ad-
vocacy and empowerment of people
who may feel unable to affect change in
systems.

* Celebrate Recovery— a Christ-
centered recovery program with groups
for men and women follows the model
developed by Saddleback Church, Cali-
fornia. This is held each Friday with
worship at 6:45 p.m., recovery groups at
7:30 p.m. and fellowship from 8:30-9
p.m. Child care is available, if requested
in advance.

Faith
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By Mike DiCicco

Gazette

T
his year, Memorial Day was a
four-day affair for Sterling resi-
dent Ami Neiberger-Miller, who
spent the long weekend and the

preceding Friday arranging interviews and
herding families around Arlington, Wash-
ington, D.C. and National Harbor, Md. She
was helping to coordinate the 14th annual
National Survivor Seminar sponsored by
TAPS, the Tragedy Assistance Program for
Survivors. Hundreds of families who had
lost a loved one to military service came
from across the country to the Double Tree
Hotel in Crystal City for the event.

Neiberger-Miller, who runs a public rela-
tions company with her husband, special-
izing in nonprofits, first contacted TAPS last
October after she had gotten up to give a
business presentation and “fell completely
apart,” she said. It was about a month after

her younger brother had been killed by an
improvised explosive device (IED) while
serving in Iraq, and she decided she needed
some help. Her company is now contracted
by TAPS, although some of her work, such
as helping to manage last weekend’s semi-
nar, is done on a volunteer basis.

For a good part of the weekend, children
and parents were separated, and the ap-
proximately 300 children and teens were
broken into age groups and paired with
mentors who are on active duty with the
military. “By spending time with their men-
tors, they’re rebuilding their sense of con-
nection with the military community,” said
Neiberger-Miller. Also, she said, it was es-
pecially good for children who had lost their
father or older brother to “have someone
they can horse around with and ride on their
shoulders.”

The children’s Good Grief camp is an at-
tempt to help children and teens work
through the pain of their loss through a
variety of activities, from serious discussions
to a Saturday-night party. Among the
weekend’s events were a wreath-laying cer-
emony, a National Symphony Orchestra
concert, a Marine Corps Band parade and a
“balloon release,” during which all of the
children released balloons into the sky car-
rying messages to the loved ones they had
lost.

Families Remember
TAPS Survivor
Seminar brings
families from
across the country.

See Survivor,  Page 31

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Each child participating in the weekend program was escorted by a
mentor. The mentors this year are all active duty military. The notes
written by the children to their departed family members are tied care-
fully to the strings of the balloons.

“It’s nice to be with other people who’ve
had that same experience, so you don’t feel
left out,” said Brice Landstreet of Rock Hill,
S.C., as he toured the monuments and mili-
tary memorials on the National Mall with
other 11- and 12-year-olds and their men-
tors Saturday afternoon. Brice said the sense
of belonging was the biggest reason he had
come back for his third seminar. “The men-

tors are really nice and you just meet some
new friends,” he added.

 “They’re not holding in their anger.
They’re getting it out and talking about it
and relaxing and having fun at the same
time,” said Brice’s mentor, Duaine Martin
of Fort Carson, Colo. Martin said he had
come to his first Good Grief camp this year
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By Eric J. Gilmore

Gazette

O
ff the track, longtime West
Potomac head coach Don
Beeby is an unimposing fig-
ure, with thinning blonde

hair and an ever-present tan. Physically, he’s
not that tall, standing around 5-foot-6.

On the track, it’s a different story, even if
the chess master of distant runners lets his
stable of standouts do the intimidating. Not
that Beeby is seeking any sort of track-side
confrontation, but if they was ever a coach-
ing competition based on who squeezes the
most stamina out of his athletes, bets would
likely be on Beeby.

“He’s very focused and intense,” said West
Potomac director of student activities Aaron
Helmick. “He’s very demanding and sets
high expectations. He knows how to put
able to take kids with athletic ability, mold
them and teach them skills. He’s one of
those special people.”

Take fleet-footed Kelsey Rosenberg as a
prime pattern for how the longest standing
coach in the Northern Region hones his
home-grown talent.

Rosenburg, only a sophomore, was a bet-
ter-than-average runner as a freshman. She
posted a 20-minute, 25-second time in her
first-ever 5,000-meter race, taking second
in the little-publicized freshmen girls race.
Three months later, she ran a 5:35.75 in
the 1,600-meters at the FIT Invitational,
taking 14th and second among freshmen.

Working with Beeby for less than two
years, the soft-spoken Rosenburg has blos-
somed, shaving 25.91 seconds off her first-
ever 1,600-meter run to post a personal
record 5:09.84 at the Northern Region meet
held at Lake Braddock over the weekend.
The sophomore finished a team-best third
in the event, spearheading the Wolverines
to a sixth place finish. The boys placed a

By Eric J. Gilmore

Gazette

L
ess than five months ago, Jeff Dietze
had a ‘going away party’ in the West
Potomac cafeteria. Former students,

current students, fellow administrators,
colleagues and coaches all came to sing the
longtime Wolverine director of student ac-
tivities’ praises, giving him heartfelt pre-
sents while swapping stories.

Since retiring, Diezte is having one

heckuva curtain call.
On April 11, Dietze became the 37th Na-

tional Athletic Director of the Year by the
National Association for Sport and Physi-
cal Education (NASPE). Representing the
Southern District, the faithful 37-year em-
ployee of Fairfax County Schools received
the award given to the athletic director who
“exemplifies the highest standards of their
profession, and who, through their influ-
ence on the lives of young people under
their direction, have made significant con-

tributions to their schools and communi-
ties.”

““He is known throughout the state of
Virginia,” said current West Potomac prin-
cipal Rima Vesilind, who is the 17th princi-
pal that Dietze has worked for. “Anytime you
go anywhere there’s a sports event, they
know who Jeff Dietze is because he’s taught
hundreds of coaches.”

ON TUESDAY, Diezte somehow topped
even the NASPE honor, becoming one of 11

representatives to be inducted into the Vir-
ginia High School League Athletic Hall of
Fame, as announced in a press release.

The Class of 2008 includes three athletes
(Thomas Jones, Megan McCarthy and
Calvin Talford), four coaches (Roger Bergey,
Shelley Blumenthal, Patricia Mitchell and
Jim Rike) and four contributors (Martha
Akers, Dietze, Ralph Law and Charlene
Tiller).

According to the release, athletes are eli-
gible for consideration 10 years after
completion of their high school careers and
are judged primarily for their achievements
in interscholastic sports. Coaches are eli-
gible after 15 years of experience or upon
retirement. Contributors are considered to

See Dietze,  Page 27

West Potomac builds,
maintains dominance
in distant events.

Staying On Track

player Jimmy Bennett was fourth in the shot
put (50-7.5), while classmate Kerem Ertekin
was sixth (49-7.5). Bennett also sprinkled
in a 12th in the discus throw (119-9.5).

But the meet standout was pint-sized se-
nior captain Kat Lee, a senior who seems to
always finish in the top-five without win-
ning an individual event. She still scored a
team-best in points, finishing third in the
pole vault (9-9), 100-meter dash (12.74),
300-meter hurdles (45.88), and fourth in
the long jump (18-2.5) and seventh in the
triple jump (36-6). She also ran the second
leg of the 100-meter relay, which placed
sixth and was the final team to post a re-
gional qualifying time.

Of Lee’s quartet of individual events, the
100-meter dash was a personal-best, while
the pole vault and 300-meter hurdles were
season-best.

The Group AAA State Track Meet will be
conducted May 30-31 at Todd Stadium
Newport News, Va.

solid fifth place in the region meet, behind
South Lakes, Edison, and two district teams
(T.C. Williams and Lake Braddock) they
defeated last week.

WEST POTOMAC WON the coveted Pa-
triot District title in boys and two weeks ago
earned the boys outdoor track district title
for the sixth time in the past seven seasons.
The girls, who finished as runners-up in
cross country and indoor track, were once
again second behind annual state contender
and district nemesis Lake Braddock.

And most of that has to do with Beeby, a
distance specialist who has taught standouts
like John Oliver, Kelly Jemison and most
recently Elizabeth Heath since he began
during the 1987-1988 school year.

A Fort Hunt graduate, Beeby has become
synonymous with winning, having won a
cross country region titles in 1990 (girls)
and 1994 (girls), along with second-place
finishes in 1997 (boys) — despite not hav-
ing the same enrollment as the overflow-
ing Fairfax County schools.

Even with its hurdles, the 23-year-old
school has a wealth of track tradition, win-
ning five boys region titles and placing al-
most 60 runners in various levels of college.
That’s an average of three runners per year.
In early March, Heath announced she will
join Laura Regensburg at the University of
South Carolina. Kat Lee will head to the
University of Akron on a three-quarters
scholarship, and others are considering run-
ning collegiately.

THOUGH BEEBY HAS BEEN the coach-
ing constant, the credit can’t go solely to
Beeby. Former coaches Inez Bryant and
Corey Bowerman, both of whom are now
in administrative positions, have aided the
veteran track assistant.

Now it’s third-year coach Dan Lundin,
who will resign after the season, has con-
tinued the tradition, especially within the
boys program. The son renowned track
coach Phil Lundin, who left the University
of Minnesota after 13 years as head coach
earlier this month, Dan Lundin holds four
Big Ten Championships, three in outdoor
track and one in indoor track. After a stint

as an assistant track coach in Minnesota,
Dan Lundin came to the area in search of
his own path, and out from his father’s
shadow.

So far, he’s done just that.
“He’s got the weight training back-

ground,” said director of student activities
Aaron Helmick. “Being young, he meshes
well with the younger kids. And he’s been
able to get some of the other kids from other
sports come out. In return, that has helped
the whole athletic program.”

West Potomac’s boys 400-meter relay took
first place in the recent region meet, with
senior Robert Byrd and juniors Joe Bradley,
Brandon Comfort and Jon McCants. Senior
Chris Newkirk was also a standout, pairing
a third-place finish in the 110-meter hurdles
(15.27), with a fourth in the long jump (21-
11.5). He also finished 12th in the 100-
meter dash (11.45) and triple jump (41-
4.5).

University of Connecticut-bound football

Longtime West Potomac DSA will be among 11 inductees.
Dietze Chosen For VHSL Hall of Fame

West Potomac senior Kat Lee finished in the top five in five individual
events at the Northern Region Outdoor Track and Field meet.
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From Page 26

be pivotal in administration, academic ac-
tivities, officiating, media or sports medicine.

Members of the Class of 2008, the 19th to
be inducted and the largest since 1994, will
bring total membership to 198. The induc-
tion dinner will be held Oct. 27 in
Charlottesville.

Rike was the other Northern Region repre-
sentative, having coached for 26 years at
Robinson, where he won four four VHSL
Group AAA state titles, including the first-ever
girls soccer state championship in 1984. Rike,
who finished with a 420-19-40 career record
also won nine regional championships and
10 district titles.

DIETZE WAS AT West Potomac for 27 years,
where he was pivotal in consolidating Fort
Hunt and Groveton, a controversial under-
taking at the time. He had to integrate their
teams with students from both schools and
was instrumental in convincing parents and

By Michael K. Bohn

Special to Gazette

I
n a story line drawn from “Tin Cup,”
a local club professional tested his
game against the regulars on the Na
tionwide Tour last week at The Coun-

try Club at Woodmore in Mitchellville, Md.
While his story lacked a Hollywood finish,
he enjoyed the break from his day job.

Phil Bowers, a PGA golf professional at
Alexandria’s Mount Vernon Country Club,
shot 71-76-147 and missed the cut by three
strokes at the Melwood Prince George’s
County Open. A double and a triple bogey
on the back nine on Friday offset his four
birdies on the round.

He made it into the starting field through
a special qualifier for club pros in the Middle
Atlantic section of The PGA. The Nation-
wide Tour sets aside two or three slots in
each week’s tournament for local pros.

“It’s a way of thanking The PGA for their
valuable contribution to golf,” said Nation-
wide Tour official Tom Hearn. “The PGA is
part of our team.”

Bowers, however, was content just to have
the opportunity.

“Once I made it into the tournament, my
goal was to come down the stretch with the
chance to make the cut,” Bowers said after-
ward in the clubhouse. “That’s what I did,
and I’m certainly not going to hang my
head. I played solid golf for two days ex-
cept for one or two holes.”

Asked about the high point of his two
rounds, Bowers said he was pleased with
his putting. “I really rolled the ball well and

made a ton of putts.” Disappointments?
“None, really. Well, maybe that triple on 17.
I could have been playing for money on the
weekend.”

A reporting crew from WRC-TV, the local
NBC affiliate, followed Bowers during his
two rounds and aired segments on him both
evenings.

“It was fun to get a little attention,” he
said as he changed his shoes after the sec-
ond round. “But it was more fun to step
into the Tour golf world for a couple days.”

With that, he headed for the parking lot,
and then to Mount Vernon to finish the
afternoon shift in the pro shop.

FOR THE UNINIATED, the Nationwide
Tour is to the PGA Tour as triple-A base-
ball is to the big dance. It began in 1990
as a developmental circuit for aspiring
players, and has had several names as
sponsors came and went—buy.com, Nike,
and now Nationwide Insurance. Players
today are a mix young flat-bellies aiming

for the PGA Tour and leathery veterans,
many playing a downhill lie.

Bowers is not new to serious competi-
tion. He was the runner-up in the 2003
Middle Atlantic section assistant pro
championship. In 2006, he qualified for
the PGA Professional National Champion-
ship, an event that started in 1968, as the
PGA Tour began its eventual split from
The PGA. He missed the cut in 2006, but
gained valuable experience, which he will
need next month. Bowers qualified for this
year’s national championship, scheduled
for June 19-22 at Georgia’s Reynolds Plan-
tation, by virtue of his eighth-place tie in
the 2007 Middle Atlantic PGA section
championship.

AFTER FOUR YEARS on the golf team
at Radford University, Bowers graduated
in 2000. He started in The PGA appren-
tice program at Bull Run Golf Club in
Haymarket, and then moved to become
an assistant pro at Gypsy Hill Golf Club
in Staunton. He joined the staff at Mount
Vernon in 2005.

“As a kid, I wanted to be a golf pro,”
Bowers said. “But I learned quickly in col-
lege that there are a lot of really good
players out there. I decided to work as a
club pro, but try to improve my game to
the point that I could compete occasion-
ally with the big boys.”

So far, so good.
Bowers’s wife, Danielle, walked the

course during his second round, leaving
their one-year-old daughter, Samantha,
with Danielle’s mother. She seemed more
nervous than her husband.

“He was pretty calm at home after quali-
fying,” she said. “Last night after his first
round, he didn’t do anything except take
a shower and go to bed. We had to leave
the house at 5 a.m. to make his morning
tee time.”

Local Northern Virginia club pro Phil Bowers studies his line during the
2008 Melwood Prince George’s County Open, a Nationwide Tour event at
The Country of Woodmore, May 22-35.

Bowers narrowly
misses cut during
Nationwide Tour event.
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A Shot in the Dark — Golf Pro Gets Chance

Two Locals Caddie in
Nationwide Event

George Malenich and David Fagan, both from Al-
exandria, worked as novice caddies in the Nationwide
event. Malenich, who runs the plumbing shop at
George Mason University, had caddied only once at
the pro level. As for Fagan, who owns a software
consulting business, “I never caddied before in my
life,” he said.

Malenich knows a bit about the game. He won that
honor coaching Centerville, and is now at Thomas
Jefferson. He also hosts a weekly sports program on
Mason’s radio station, WGMU.

“After I interviewed a couple of the Nationwide
players for the show Wednesday afternoon, I asked
if any players needed caddies,” he explained.

An Aussie named Scott Gardiner was without a
caddie. Gardiner is fully exempt on the Tour, having
finished 30th on the Nationwide money list last year.
Plagued by back problems, Gardiner missed the cut
by two strokes, but complemented Malenich after-
ward.

“He did well, Gardiner said. “He was always in the
right place.  George obviously knows the game, and
I enjoyed having him on the bag.”

Malenich and his wife of 24 years had plans to
travel to Boston for their anniversary on Saturday
morning. What if Gardiner had made the cut? “If
Scott had finished the second round in the top 10, she
would have said, ‘Go have your fun.’”

—Michael K. Bohn

Dietze Given Another Honor After Retirement
the community to support newly founded
West Potomac.

Athletically, Dietze’s teams weren’t always
successful, though the football and girls cross
country teams won win back-to-back Group
AAA state titles in 1989 and 1990. The cross
country and track and field program were
perennially successful, but the girls basket-
ball team and lacrosse teams have struggled
to compete.

Instead, Dietze’s administrative achieve-
ments are what was considered, and the cata-
lyst for his nomination. According to the re-
lease, Dietze was “instrumental in the devel-
opment of the national certification program
for athletic administrators during his service
to the National Interscholastic Athletic Admin-
istrators Association.” He also co-authored the
National Council for Accreditation of Coach-
ing Education state certification of state coach-
ing education program, and developed a na-
tion-wide high school coaching education
certification program.

He also served as president of the VIAAA,
and has served in multiple positions within
the VHSL, including a 12-year tenure as co-
chair of the VHSL State Coaching Education
Steering Committee.

And he touts a laundry list of national
awards, having won the NIAAA Distinguished
Service Award, NIAAA State Award of Merit,
VIAAA Athletic Director of the Year, VIAAA
John C. Youngblood Lifetime Achievement
Award and VHSL Regional Award of Merit.

According to Dietze in February, having the
football stadium renamed in his honor
trumped the various awards.

“I’ve won a lot of awards and I’m proud of
them, but they’re hardware,” Dietze said.
“They’re plaques. But when people do that,
boy that makes you think, ‘man, they respect
you.’ That’s pretty neat.”

Dietze earned his undergraduate degree
from Indiana University of Pennsylvania and
a master’s degree from George Mason Uni-
versity.
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SIGN-ON BONUS FOR 
TECHNOLOGISTS

WASHINGTON RADIOLOGY 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.

Washington Radiology Associates, P.C. is a 
private physician-owned medical practice 
with full-service imaging centers located 
throughout DC, VA, MD.  We offer the    lat-
est technology supported by a staff    dedicat-
ed to quality patient care.  To meet our di-
verse and growing practice needs, we are 
looking for experienced medical        profes-
sionals   for   the   following  positions 
located  in  Northern  Virginia:

*  Mammography Techs
*  Manager (DC)
*  Medical Receptionist/Assistant
*  Patient Account Rep (VA)
*  Patient Scheduling Rep (VA)
*  Registered Nurses (DC)
*  Sono Techs

Qualified   applicants    please   submit  your  
resume    and     salary     requirements     to:     

WRA,  Human Resources,
3015 Williams Dr.  #200,

Fairfax, VA.  22031, Attn: HR
or  Fax: 703-280-5098

Email:  Jobs@wrapc.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

BOOKSTORE/CAFE MANAGER
(SPRINGFLD CAMPUS)

$30-35K
Retail Exp Req. 

Food service a plus.
Great career path!  703-993-3834    

jsmithw@gmu.edu

DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS
Alexandria City Public Schools seeks an 

extraordinary person to continue the excel-
lence of the district’s athletic programs. 

Candidate must be a certified teacher w/min. 
5 years teaching & coaching exp.  Salary 

range is $74,993 to $116,628.  Apply online 
@ www.acps.k12.va.us EOE 

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

LIFEGUARDS
Now hiring for the following positions:

◆ Lifeguards ◆ Pool Managers 

◆ Supervisors ◆ Regional Managers

F/T & P/T  positions.  Free training.  
Call 1-877-540-7665 or apply online at 

www.americanpooltraining.com

Nannies needed  to start ASAP,
$15-$20/hr, legal, drive. 

703-779-7999
nanniesbynature.com

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

P/T EXECUTIVE/PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT

Busy public affairs/political consultant in 
OT needs highly organized person with 

can-do attitude to serve as her right 
hand. Combination of substantive work, 

business operations, and personal 
errands. Attention to detail, flexible 

hours, solid writers preferred. Email: 
assntneeded@gmail.com

Schedules, Sales/Svc,
 no exp nec, all ages 17+,

conditions apply.
703-845-8680

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& ‘08 HS Grads

$17 base-appt, FT/PT

PEDIATRIC RN/LPN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric prac-
tice in Alexandria & Fairfax has immediate 
openings for FT/PT positions. Ideal for 
nurses returning to the workforce. Competi-
tive salary with benefits. Orientation pro-
vided. Fax resume to 703/914-5494 or call 
Sharon at 703/914-8989, ext. 107.

PRINCIPAL T.C. WILLIAMS HIGH SCHOOL

The Alexandria City Public Schools, located in Alexandria, Virginia, seeks a dynamic leader for their only high school. T. C. Williams serves approximately 2000 students in grades 10 thru 12.
The new state of the art facility opened in the fall of 2007 and features small learning communities supported by guidance and administration where students are encouraged to participate in the 
development of the educational program. The school community has committed to guiding principles focusing on professional and program development, and the flexible allocation of resources. 

T.C. Williams offers in excess of 180 courses and is one of the few Virginia schools that teach organic chemistry. Advanced placement and International Baccalaureate programs are part of a 
broad and challenging curriculum offered for students. The faculty is outstanding and many serve as readers and consultants for the national AP program. Students participate in a wide variety 
of interscholastic sports and clubs.

The principal supervises 7 administrators and a faculty and support staff in excess of 200. T.C. is the cornerstone of the community and was the featured high school in the Disney film “Remem-
ber the Titans”. Alexandria City is located in the Washington, D.C. metro area and is home to a richly urban and diverse population.

For more information contact our web site at www.acps.k12.va.us. A profile of the school is located at http://www.acps.k12.va.us/tcwilliams.php.

PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS:

1. Possess or qualify for the Virginia Postgraduate Professional License with endor ment  as secondary principal.
2. Have a minimum of five years experience in public education including successful administrative experience at the secondary level.
3. Demonstrate strong instructional leadership.
4. Demonstrate leadership qualities and personal characteristics necessary for working effectively with students, teachers, parents, administrators, and community members.
5. Ability to plan and supervise the work of others based on individual strengths and weaknesses and to guide their professional growth.
6 .Demonstrated ability to design, implement, and  maintain innovative, creative, and exemplary school  programs.

CONTRACT AND SALARY: Length of contract is twelve months, with fringe benefits that include health insurance and annual, personal, and sick leave. The salary range is $91,154 to 
$134,932, commensurate with qualifications and experience. 

EMPLOYMENT DATE: July 1, 2008

APPLICATION DEADLINE: June 20, 2008 

APPLICATION PROCESS: Submit a writing sample, completed application, current resume, three letters of reference, transcripts, and a copy of current state teaching license. The
professional application and position description can be downloaded from www.acps.k12.va.us Selected applicants will be invited for an interview.

Larry Byers, Ed.D. Telephone: 703/824-6657
Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources Fax: 703/820-7686 

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Alexandria Sanitation Authority (ASA) is seeking an Administrative 
Assistant with high level professional administrative skills to join our 
team. We seek an energetic, self-motivated individual to become part 
of our world-class organization. Our workforce performs in a 
team-oriented professional office environment.

This position provides professional level administrative and clerical 
support and assistance to three senior technical management staff.
Individual handles all office and administrative and clerical support 
duties as needed. Screens visitors, telephone calls and mail for senior 
managers. Collects information and prepares complicated technical 
reports. Handles data entry and retrieval of data from specialized 
software programs. Position has access to highly confidential and 
sensitive materials and information. Must be able to greet the public 
with outstanding interpersonal customer service skills, give informa-
tion to the public and directs requests to appropriate department.

The successful candidate has education and experience equivalent to 
graduation from high school supplemented by business courses and 
extensive, increasingly responsible experience in administrative 
secretarial work. Accurate keyboard skills with excellent telephone 
skills. Possess excellent knowledge of business English grammar and 
spelling. Ability to maintain complex administrative records and 
prepare reports from records. Must be computer literate with 
demonstrated knowledge of data entry systems, Microsoft Office 
Suite, including Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. Must be an excellent 
proofreader and highly detail-oriented, with good office organiza-
tional and administrative abilities.

Highly competitive compensation and benefits package. Our 
benefits information is available online at http://alexsan.benenet.net

For consideration, send your resume with cover letter and salary 
history by fax to 703-549-0763, or e-mail to repenn@alexsan.com,
or mail to: Employee Services AA-4, P O Box 1987, Alexandria, 
VA 22313. No phone calls. EOE. 

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

EmploymentEmployment

COLLEGE
STUDENTS

& ‘08 H.S. GRADS
SUMMER WORK!

$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,

All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply
703-359-7600

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

CONDO ON LAKE ANNE IN RESTON. 
PRIVATE  BALCONY OVERLOOKING THE LAKE.

2BR, 1BA  SEPARATE DINING ROOM. FLR TO CEILING   
WINDOWS. FP, NEW CENTRAL AIR/HEAT UNITS. 

ENJOY  CONCERTS FROM YOUR BALCONY, WALK TO 
FINE RESTAURANTS, SHOPS, SWIMMING POOL, 

TENNIS COURTS AND MORE! $245,000 
CALL DONNA 703-819-3003

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

DEL RAY COMMUNITY
FLEA MARKET

SATURDAY JUNE  14, 2008
9 a.m.- 2 p.m.

at: The Salavation Army
1804 Mt. Vernon Avenue

Alexandria, Virginia 22301
(Enter around back in parking lot)

To reserve a table call: 703-548-0579  

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales

PIANOS
1/2 Price

After more than 50 yrs - we’re closing out!
Band Instruments, guitars, violins,

office file cabs. & desks.
Pianos starting at $995

Call Gordon Keller
703-548-8833

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

4 BR/2.5BA, 3000sqft 
Colonial home available 

1 June; in S. Alex/Mt 
Vernon area - 4 mi N. of Ft 

Belvoir, H/W floors through-
out, finished basement, 

patio, 2 car garage. Just off 
the G. W. Pkwy, scenic 
Potomac River, & bike 

path/jogging trail. 
$2450/mo; 719-200-4861

“Cabin in the Woods" is 
available to rent starting 1st 
of April. Charming, authen-
tic, romantic cabin sitting on 
over 50 acres, backing into 
Furnace Mountain just north 
of Lucketts. $1575/mo Call 
today and start living in

"a little piece of history"!  
571-277-7710

Private suite 12x22, bath, 
fridge, sm oven, shared w/d, 
priv ent. $650 703-765-7566

12 Commercial Lease

ALEX/OLD TOWN
EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

SUITES
Elegant great location Free 
Parking, Reception svcs,
2 conf rms,$695 -$1,995. 

Please call Grace at
(703) 739-9805

info@500nwashingtonst.com

OLD TOWN ALEX 2,500 SF 
2nd fl ofc 105 S Columbus at 

King. 301-441-3434 x101
CRC COMMERCIAL

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

29 Misc. for Sale

$250 KING Pillow Top 
Mattress & Box set (3pc)-
Brand New, Never Used 

w/warranty. (Retail $500+) 
Deliverable 571-926-1990 

7 PC Cherry Sleigh Bedroom 
set - Brand new in boxes, 

Worth $1200+ 
(Can help deliver)Asking $575 

571-926-1990

QN Pillow Top Mattress & 
box set Brand new in plastic 

w/warranty! Can deliver. 
(Worth $300+) MUST SELL 

$150  571-926-1990

34 Pets

German Shepherd 
pups - 2X World Sieger 

Grand pups, Lg 
Head/Bone, blk/ red, 
vetted/ dewormed/1st 
vaccine, ready 6/20.  

$1200  
call 301-972-3031

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Call John Lovaas, 703-917-
6405 or email internship@connection
newspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

What is told in the ear of a man 
is often heard 100 miles away

–Chinese saying



30  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  May 29 - June 4, 2008

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Darhele Assoc.
✦Walkways ✦Patios 
✦Driveways ✦Brick 

✦Concrete ✦Flagstone
since 1985   free est

703-764-2720
www.darhele.com

CONCRETE CONCRETE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

WHITE TAIL EXPRESS
Junk Removal & Hauling
Solid Waste Removal •Yard, Construction
Debris •Entire Home Cleanup •Furniture

& Appliances •Estate Clean-out
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed • Insured

Aubrey, 571-216-9292

HAULING HAULING

HOME REPAIR/
REMODELING
No Job too Small

Bathroom, Basement, Kitchens
Interior Doors, Framing, Ceramic Tile, 
Laminate floors, Deck & porch repairs, 
Moulding, Drywall, Interior Painting, 

Drywall Repair Licensed & Insured

703-431-9677       571-297-4242

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

OLD TOWN CARPENTRY
Home Remodeling, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Crown Molding

Neil Hughes
Licensed & Insured

703-799-8969

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

REPAIR SOLUTIONS

703-799-0020

•KITCHENS/BATHS
•ADDITIONS  •BASEMENTS
•CARPENTRY  •DRYWALL
•PATIOS  •PORCHES
•GARAGES  •PAINTING
•FENCING  •TILE  •DECKS
•PLUMBING  •ELECTRIC
•HEATING & A/C

HANDYMAN & “HONEY
DO” JOBS WELCOME
FULL SERVICE
REMODELING AND
REPAIRS. 20 YRS
EXPERIENCE. LOCALLY
OWNED, INSURED,
LICENSED.

“Call For Special Promotions”
Countertops, Floors, Cabinet

Replacements & Refinishing, Cust.
Painting, Complete Interior Remodeling
Free Estimates • Excellent References

Call Thomas Martins
703-327-1889

Established 1988

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

The
PLANTSMAN

“PLANTING MAINTENANCE AND DESIGN”
Gardens, Beds, Tree, Shrub, Flower: Prune,

Weed, Fertilize, Edge, Mulch, Cleanup, Division,
Transplant, Dead head, Lawn repair,

Stone Walls, Hardscape
703-329-1908

www.landisscapes.com
Free Estimates

VA. Certified
Horticulturist

Licensed,
Bonded, Insured

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

703-339-5773
Free Estimates

Flagstone & Pavers
www.cdmconstruction.net

We Fix Patios, Sidewalks,
Driveways and Retaining

Walls Fast!

MASONRY MASONRY

Custom Masonry
(703) 768-3900

Brick, Flagstone & Concrete
Repairs and New Installation

All work guaranteed
Licensed   Insured

Visit us on the web at
www.custommasonryofva.com

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

``

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbishing • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-768-2151

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

CONCRETE

RATCLIFF
CONSTRUCT. 

CO.
Concrete & Brick  
Stone Specialist

Additions & Basemnts 
4th Generation,

Class A Lic & Ins 
Free Est.

800-820-1404

GUTTER

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

LAWN SERVICE

Group Rates Avail.!

PINNACLE
SERVICES, INC.

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

703-354-4333

20 YEARS EXP.

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

metrogutter.com

HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne

Light Electrical • Plumbing 
• Bathroom Renovation •  

Ceramic Tile • Drywall 
Repair

703-922-4190
www.rclhomerepairs.com

Licensed        Insured

HAULING

Spring General
Yard Cleanup, Tree 

& Trash removal

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-321-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

HAULING

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING
Yard Debris Decks
Furniture Sidewalks
Appliances Houses
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

SPRING SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles

•Repairs •Reroofs

•Flat Roofs

Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING & SIDING SPECIALISTS
FREE ESTIMATES

POLYTECH ROOFING CO.

• FULLY INSURED  • INSURANCE CLAIMS  • VA LIC. #2705-050771A  • 10 YRS OF
LOCAL EXPERIENCE  • GUARANTEED QUALIFIED WORKMANSHIP

•  REFERENCES & WRITTEN WARRANTEES

ALL TYPES OF:
Roofing
Siding

Gutters
Windows

Emergency Repairs

703-734-9871

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

MASONRY MASONRY

PAINTING PAINTING

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Mulching • Sealing • Fertilizing
Sodding • Spring Cleanup

703-863-7465

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-321-7227

LAWN SERVICE

 TREE CUTTING,
Mulching, Spring

Cleanup, Lawn
Mowing, Sprinklers,

French Drains,
Drywall, Painting

Licensed            Insured
THE MAGIC GARDENER

703-780-2272 or
703-328-2270

TREE SERVICE

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-321-7227

You can’t be
over-booked,
only under-
read.
– John Drybred
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At 10:45a.m. on Sunday morning
over 200 red, white and blue
balloons carrying notes to family
and friends who have died in the
Iraq War, were set free in the sky
in Crystal  City

From Page 25

Survivor
Seminar

looking for a chance to give something
back to the community, and he said he had
enjoyed getting to know the children, “see-
ing them smile and trying to make them
laugh.”

Alicia Siebert of Jacksonville, N.C. had
previously attended a TAPS camp that trav-
eled to D.C. and Las Vegas, and she said
she enjoyed seeing new sights and touring
museums and monuments. “Sometimes we
have to sit in circles, but we also do fun
things,” she said. “Circles are boring.”

HER MENTOR, JAMES HAMILTON,
who is stationed with the Army Honor
Guard at Fort McNair in D.C., said he first
mentored last year after his son’s stepfather
was killed in Iraq. “I wanted to do what-
ever I could,” he said. “And I had to come
back. I love it.” When he helps to bury sol-
diers in Arlington Cemetery, he is not al-
lowed to thank the families for their sacri-
fice, he said, noting that TAPS gives him a
chance to show his appreciation.

“I get as much out of these camps as the
kids do,” said Hamilton. “I lost a couple of
friends in the war myself.” He said he would
continue to mentor at the seminars “every
year that I’m able to walk or get here.” Last
year, he was one of two members of his com-
pany who came. This year, he convinced the
company to let him bring 16 men in spite
of the busy Memorial Day schedule.

One of those was Ryan Stahl, who hap-
pened to be mentoring Hamilton’s son, Aus-
tin. “These kids, a lot of the younger ones,
they lost their positive male role model early
in life,” said Stahl. “I want to – not fill that
but show them they can look up to other
people too.”

“It’s just kind of fun and energetic,” said
Austin, who came from Fort Hood, Texas.
Although Stahl said he had been fairly quiet
over the weekend, Austin said he liked
“when we all talk about our feelings and
stuff like that.” However, he said the monu-
ment tour was his favorite activity so far.

Sandra Drew of Herndon said her daugh-
ter had been too old to attend Good Grief
camp and her son had preferred his own
network of friends for support when their
father died in Bosnia in 1995. She, how-
ever, took solace in the company of “other
people who were dealing with the same
things I was dealing with,” she said at a
banquet at the Gaylord National Resort and
Conference Center Saturday evening.

Her husband, Nelson Drew, an Air Force
colonel and military and political affairs
officer on the National Security Council, had
been traveling over Mount Igman to
Sarajevo when the road gave way under his
armored car. He and two others were killed.
He had been working to negotiate a cease-
fire to end the Bosnian War and is credited
with helping to lay the foundation for the
Dayton Peace Accords that followed. “I be-
lieve he knew that this was what he was to
be doing,” said Drew.

In addition to her husband’s military and

diplomatic prowess, Drew said he had been
“a great father.” An image that she’d had in
her head over the weekend, she said, was a
memory of him “sitting on the couch with
our then-18-month-old daughter, and he’s
got a book in his hand, reading to her, and
she’s got a book in her hand, upside-down,
reading along.”

Drew said she now attended TAPS semi-
nars to reunite with old friends and to help
newcomers. “It’s a nice way to spend a
weekend, coming here and remembering
why we have Memorial Day,” she said.

Annandale resident Yolanda Acevedo said
she and her two sons, now both teenagers,
had been attending the annual event for the
last four years. “It’s very healthy for them
to be here, and they enjoy it, especially the
relationships with the mentors,” she said,
noting that spending time with active-duty
members of the military was “a way to be
close to their father, in a way.”

Neiberger-Miller said that after she con-
tacted TAPS she had immediately been
paired with a woman who had lost her
younger brother about three years before
Neiberger-Miller’s brother was killed, and
she found they had many of the same con-
cerns, such as worrying about their parents.
She pointed out that the suddenness of an
active-duty death is devastating not only to
the parents and children of the deceased.
“I certainly never thought my brother would
die before I would,” she said. “I never
thought I would have to stand there with
my parents and watch them bury their son.”

She said her brother, Chris, had always
wanted to be a soldier and had built huge
battlefields in the family’s playroom with
his two brothers when they were growing
up in Gainesville, Fla. “Part of me thinks he
would have joined the French Legion if he
hadn’t joined the Army,” she said. His com-
petency test results had been such that re-
cruiters had told him he could take virtu-
ally any job he wished, and they were sur-
prised when he said he wanted to join the
infantry, said Neiberger-Miller. “But that’s
what he wanted. He wanted to be a sol-
dier.”

He was 22 when he died.

0310-3

0309-3

F. J. Pepper
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We Sell More Because We Do More

We Sell More Because We Do More

Weichert, Mount Vernon
8301 Richmond Highway

Alexandria, VA 22309

Weichert, Belle View 703-765-4000
1612 Belle View Boulevard, Alexandria, VA 22307

703-360-7400
www.weichertmtvernon.com

RIVERSIDES ESTATES  $524,650
Lg 4 br, 2.5 ba, 3 lvl Colonial w/updated kit & bas, FP, hdwflrs, on
must upper lvls, skylights in LR, kit, ba, LL re rm, fresh paint.
Located in one of GW original farms, near Potomac River, GW Pkwy
w/easy commute to Ft Belvoir, Alex, Pentagon, Wash DC. Dir.: From
Alex, S on Gw Pkwy to Mt Vernon R235N, Mt Vernon Hwy, R Battersea
to 3301 on R.

CALL MIKE DOWNIE
(703) 765-4000 or (703) 360-3189

SOLD $60M in 3yrs

Alexandria  $285,000
Fabulous Condo

Enjoy 1 br+den 1.5
ba’s, remodeled
refreshed-updated
den has bkcase
closet and doors cd
bne 2nd br, Prego fls
in lvg areas ceramic
kit & balcony,
amenities galore,
metro come see.
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PM

CALL TILLIE CASSIDY
703-608-2437 OR 703-765-4000

ALEX/SOUTH  $350,000
JUST LISTED/RIVER TOWERS

Spacious 3 br, 2 ba, corner unit, freshly painted
throughout, updated ba’s, new convectors, blinds & 6
panel doors, popular bldg, loaded w/amenities in pk
like setting just blocks to Gw Pkwy.

CALL LINDA SWEENEY
703-203-1005 OR

703-765-4000
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PM

ALEXANDRIA       $655,000
2-lvl, 3,700 sq. ft raised rambler. 5 BRs, 2.5 BAs on huge wooded lot (.6
acres) inside of beltway, w/2-car carport.  Wonderful master BR addition
with lrge master bath, including sauna. Office loft. Upgraded kit and
baths, Hrdwd floors upstairs. Finished basement w/large rec rm., extra
BR, exercise rm. and large workshop and/or storage rm. Dir: Fm I-395,
west on Edsall; R Cherokee (then R again), R on Chowan to 5201 on rt.

CALL MIKE DOWNIE
(703) 765-4000 or (703) 360-3189

SOLD $60M in 3 yrs

PR
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PARK FAIRFAX              $285,000
STEPS FROM BUSLINE

Charming 1BR, 1BA in popular Park Fairfax. Wonderful view,
near swimming pool, bus line, beautiful landscaping.Dir: From
395, take Shirlington Exit to Quaker lane, L Preston, R Martha
Custis to 3361.

CALL LEO MAYER
(703) 765-4000 or (703) 625-0346

“It’s a buyer’s market”
What does that mean?

Home buying process • Cost involved
Qualifying for a loan • Free Credit Report

Saturday, June 21st, 2008
11 AM - 1 PM

Weichert Realtors–Mount Vernon Office
8301 Richmond Highway

Alexandria, VA 22309
Call to reserve your seat...

703-360-7400703-360-7400703-360-7400

Absolutely FREE**
Absolutely no obligation!
Enjoy......Listen......Learn

Home Buyer Seminar

LAKE RIDGE AREA $525,000
OASIS ON ACREAGE

Custom built cedar home on nearly 2 acres features streaming
light, soaring ceilings, & contemporary drama. Lovely hardwoods,
natural wood trim and woodland views from picture windows make
the perfect blend with this tranquil setting. Open floor plan,
stunning sunroom addition, 2 car garage. Dir.: I95 S, Lake Ridge
Exit L Old Bridge, L Smoketown, R Russell, L Foxhall Dr. to 13107.
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CALL HEIDI KABLER
703-850-2558 or 703-360-7400

Be a Real Estate Agent
Weichert, Realtors

Alexandria/ Mt Vernon Office

Attend our

CAREER SEMINAR
Thursday, June 5, 2008

5 - 7 PM
Information:
703-360-7400

Alexandria  $699,450
HUGE 6 BEDROOM, 5 BATH COLONIAL

Builder is retiring! Must sell residence along with various building
materials. Home has three complete master bdrmrs, 3 additional
bdrms, +5 ba’s, 2 car garage, office on 1⁄2 acre. Ideal for at home
business. Bring Offer!!

FT. HUNT & BELLE VIEW BLVD.      $508,999

CLOSE-IN, NEAR METRO
Great location, near shopping ctr, schools, library,
with new kitchen, new windows, garage and fenced-in
back yd.

CALL  LEO MAYER
703-765-4000
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CALL MARILYN FOR DETAILS
703-577-1262
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